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Winner of the July photo competition  

 

Jon Vogel: Cape York Queenie (90 cm)  
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About the Club  
 
The Canberra Fisherman’s Club Inc. is a 

sport fishing club that endeavours to 
promote a social awareness among its 

members, single or family. General 
meetings are held on the second Tuesday 
of every month at the Eastlakes Football 

Club No 3 Oxley St Griffith ACT 
beginning at 6:30 pm. All members and 

visitors are most welcome.  

Members of the Canberra Fisherman’s Club 

are eligible to set Club Records and, upon 
payment of an Australian National Sport 

Fishing Association (ANSA) affiliation fee, 
also able to set Australian records, and 
World records (through ANSA affiliation 

with the International Game Fishing 
Association (IGFA)). 

 

 
 

Aims of the Club 
 

• To promote sport fishing 
 

• To foster the art of angling 
 

• To teach the art of angling to new 

members and particularly juniors 
 

• To promote the study and 
conservation of fish species and the 
environment 

 
• To co-operate with and support other 

bodies with similar aims and ideals. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Club also supports the Recfish Australia 

National Code of Practice for Recreational 
and Sport Fishing, which endorses: 

 
1. Quickly and correctly returning 

unwanted or illegal catch to the water 

 
2. Quickly killing fish that are kept for 

consumption 
 

3. Using only appropriate, legal tackle, 
attending gear and valuing the catch 

 

4. Taking no more than our immediate 
needs 

 
5. Supporting and encouraging activities 

that preserve, restore and enhance 

fisheries and fish habitat 
 

6. Understanding and observing all 
fishing regulations and reporting illegal 
fishing activities 

 
7. Preventing pollution and protecting 

wildlife by removing rubbish 
 

8. Taking care when boating and 

anchoring to avoid damage to wildlife 
and habitat 

 
9. Using established roads and tracks 

 

10.Reporting environmental damage 
 

11.Avoiding unnecessary interactions with 
wildlife species and their habitats 

 

12.Practising courtesy towards all those 
who use inland and coastal waters 

 
13.Obtaining permission from landholders 

and traditional owners before entering 

their land 
 

14.Caring for our own safety and the 
safety of others when fishing. 

 



President’s Report 

 
The new committee for 2018-19. 
 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the new 2018-19 Committee. 
 

I’d like to again thank last year’s committee for the fantastic job they did. It makes the job of 
this year’s committee much easier and sets a great platform for the future. In particular, I’d 

like to thank Anthony Heiser for all he’s done for the Club, both as president last year as well 
as all the roles he’s filled over the years.  

 
The new committee will meet after the September meeting to decide on the various roles. I’ll 
let you know the details in the next newsletter.  

 
For this year, my hope as President is that we learn heaps from each other (there are some 

real legends in the Club), have heaps of fun, and make some awesome captures. 
 
The next outing is to Jindabyne (Kalkite) this weekend. As usual, we’ve managed to get a 

great deal on the accommodation, and with a heap of members all bunking in to the big 
house at Highland Lodge, it should be very affordable. 

 
After the Kalkite Outing will be the Club’s Presentation Night on 22 September 2018. If you 
have not already done so, please send in your RSVPs as it promises to be a fantastic night. 

Further details can be found in the flyer in this newsletter. 
 

The October outing will see the Club returning to Talbingo on the long weekend, followed by 
the Gone Fishing Day Clinic for the Garran Scout Group at the Queanbeyan River on 
14 October 2018. The Club will receive a NSW DPI Grant of 30 rod and reel combos to hand 

out to the junior anglers. We are planning to cater for up to 30 junior anglers and we would 
be grateful for members to volunteer their time for this clinic. It will be a fantastic day and 

one of those juniors may grow up to be the next Club President. 
 
After the Gone Fishing Day Clinic will be our ANSA Burrinjuck Convention.  

 
I hope you get a chance to join us at the outings and look forward to hearing your news and 

fishing reports at the next general meeting. The Lucky Member’s Draw has jackpotted to 
$150 after Stephanie Steele missed out on $100 when her number was drawn at our August 
General Meeting, and Narelle Tate misses out on $125 when her number was drawn at our 



August AGM. Remember, you have to be at the meeting to claim the cash if your membership 
number is drawn. 
 

Keep safe on the water 
 

 
Glen Malam 
President 

 

  



Recorder’s Report 
 
Hi Everyone, 

 
I hope that you have been able to wet a line in over the last month and been skilful enough 
to get some good catches.  

 
If you have been skilled enough to catch a fish please email those captures to me at 

Recorder@canberrafishos.com. 
 
I hear the 50th Anniversary ANSA NSW Presentation Night was a great success, although only 

one of our members received an award. Even worse, our members weighed in some great 
captures of Bream, Flathead and Carp but no one submitted entry form for Length Only 

Division of the ANSA 12 Month Competition.  
 
The last outing was the Buckenderra Outing on 11-12 August 2018. Unfortunately, there were 

no fish captured that weekend so the competition for the All Tackle Championship is wide 
open right now. Hopefully, we will get some good captures at the Kalkite Outing on 

8-9 September 2018. I hope to see lots of great trout captures...a few years ago, Glen and 
Karen Malam landed some Australian Record Brook Trout at the Kalkite Outing, but there are 
always plenty of Browns and Rainbows on offer. 

 
I am still settling back into the Recorder’s Role so I don’t have results to post on the leader 

board just yet. However, the leader board for the ANSA 12-month competition is already 
available and I have included this in my report. Anthony has already submitted a capture 

form for his 60 cm Brown Trout in the Trout Length Only Division, however, ANSA NSW 
President Stan Konstantaras has already taken the lead with a 63 cm Trout. But there is still 
plenty of time to chase a 64 cm Trout to take the lead.  

 
You should download the ANSA 12-month competition capture form and start submitting 

these to me together with the CFC capture form. I’ve also attached copies of those forms at 
the end of my report. 
 

John Bosch 
Recorder 

 

 

 

mailto:Recorder@canberrafishos.com
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/585a364bebbd1a4dd38b4335/t/5868b3029de4bbfbbf732cc9/1483256579963/ANSA+12month+entry+form+2016.2017+Rev0.pdf


 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

   



Fishing news and competitions 
The ANSA NSW 2018 Calendar 

 

  



Presentation Night – 22 September 2018 
 

 

The Canberra Fisherman’s Club 

cordially invites you to  

the 

 

2018 Presentation Dinner 
 

Eastlake Football Club 
 

3 Oxley St, Canberra ACT 2603 

 

Saturday 22nd September 2018 
 

RSVP by Friday 14th September 2018 
To info@canberrafishos.com 

 

 

Pre-Dinner Drinks 7:00pm 

Dinner 7:30pm sharp 
 

2 Course Buffet Dinner 

2 Hot Main Dishes 

Vegetables and Salad 

Chef’s Selection Dessert 

Tea and Coffee 

 

Senior Members $25 

Junior Members $15 

(Under 12) 

Visitors $45.00 & $25.00 

 

For special dietary needs contact 

info@canberrafishos.com 
  

mailto:info@canberrafishos.com
mailto:info@canberrafishos.com


Dart Dam Trout Trolling Tournament: 19-21 October 2018 

  



News & Stories 
Fishing the Talbingo Outing 
by Anthony Heiser 
 

 
Paul ‘Rocky’ Hoath flicking a soft plastic off the banks of Jounama Pondage 
  

After Kalkite, our next outing will be held at Talbingo on 29 September to 1 October 2018. 
This outing has something for everyone (except beach and bluewater) and is sure to be an 
enjoyable weekend. 

 
Talbingo was previously a regular outing on the CFC Outings Calendar when the Wagga 

Wagga Family Fishing Club hosted the ANSA Talbingo Convention in October each year. It 
was a shame when the Wagga Wagga Family Fishing Club stopped holding the Convention, as 
it was always an enjoyable outing and has produced some quality Trout and Golden Perch 

over the years.  
 

As for the fishing, you have a lot of options. It’s hard to sum it all up in a few words but 
basically, you have three dams to fish. Talbingo Dam, Jounama Pondage, and Blowering 
Dam. 

 
Talbingo is famous for large trout but in previous Talbingo Conventions, although in some of 

the past conventions, it has only produce small trout, mostly Rainbows in the 400-800 gram 
range, and a few medium sized Redfin. Trolling tiger worms behind cowbells seems to be a 
very successful method. However, this poses problems for those fishing light lines. Beware of 

the wind on the lake, which can be dangerous. I understand that access to Talbingo might be 
restricted in the near future due to the commencement of construction of Snowy Hydro 2.0. 

However, I was unable to find any information on the internet about its current accessibility.  
 



Jounama Pondage has some 
quality Brown and Rainbow 
trout and shouldn’t be 

overlooked. Don’t be 
tempted to keep any of the 

Murray Crays in the lake as 
they’re out of season. Also, it 
is landbased only, no 

boating. 
 

One word of advice: be 
careful how close you park to 

the shoreline. Water levels 
can change dramatically in 
Jounama Pondage. If you 

park your car too close to 
the waterline, your car may 

end up underwater within 
hours if Snowy Hydro starts releasing water into Jounama Pondage. In addition, I had to get 
towed off the bank one year when my car got bogged on the bank. 

 
Blowering is a notoriously hard place to fish and 

is often referred to as ‘lake disappointment’. 
Despite this, it has some top quality Trout, 
Redfin, Golden Perch, and Murray Cod. It 

rewards those who put in the time to learn the 
secrets of the dam (but don’t ask me I don’t 

know them!). Don’t let me discourage you from 
fishing there it’s a great place to fish and there 
are some massive specimens in there.  

 
My only trick I can share is I once baited a live 

yabby on a soft plastic jig head and let it bounce 
along the bottom while Chris Head and I were 
casting spinnerbaits off his boat.  

 
This trick (which has only worked once) landed me a 55 cm Golden Perch. Some of the more 

serious anglers at the Talbingo Convention trolled at night for Golden Perch. Blowering also 
has European Carp. And finally, don’t forget that you can now target Cod year round at 
Blowering. 

 
Also, if you’re driving off track to get to a fishing spot on the banks of Blowering, be aware. 

Greg Davis bogged his 4WD one year a fair distance from the shoreline – I understand there 
are a few springs that can make the ground very boggy 

 
My Corolla getting rescued after being bogged at Jounama Pondage at 

the 2010 ANSA Talbingo Convention. 

 
A 55 cm Golden Perch caught at the 2009 ANSA 
Talbingo Convention. I caught this bouncing a 
yabby on a soft plastic jighead on the bottom 

while Chris Head and I flicked spinner baits. 

 

Jounama Pondage on the Sunday of the 2014 ANSA Talbingo Convention 



At this time of year, Talbingo can be cold and snowing, lovely, or hot and summery. 
Steve Borkowskis, who used to be the Club Recorder, previously recommended chasing Trout 
on cold days or Natives and Redfin on hot days.  

 
To win the All Tackle Points for the Talbingo Weekend, my suggestions are: 

 
• Drown some worms off the bank at Jounama for two Redfin 
• Drown some worms or soak powerbaits at Jounama for two Rainbow Trout and two 

Brown Trout 
• Troll or spin Blowering Dam for two Golden Perch and two Murray Cod 

• Soak some baits off the bank at Blowering for two Carp. 
 

Good luck and I hope to see your photos in the October Photo Comp. 
 

 
Kilo plus Rainbow caught off the bank at Jounama Pondage at sunset at the 2014 ANSA Talbingo Convention. 

 
  



Fact or folklore? The Anglers Almanac & Solunar Theory 
by Anthony Heiser 
 

 
A copy of my 1972 reprint of John Alden Knight’s Moon up – moon down and a couple of copies of the Angler’s Almanac. 
  

We’ve all seen copies of the Angler’s Almanac in newsagents and tackle stores and some of 

us have Smart Phone apps aim to predict the best fishing times. The Anglers Almanac and 
those Smart Phone apps base their predictions on the Maori Fishing Calendars or Solunar 

Charts. But how do they predict the best fishing times and do they work? 
 
Anglers Almanacs, Solunar Charts, and Maori Fishing Calendars 

 
Solunar theory claims that the position of the moon and sun can predict the behaviour of fish 

and animals. Maori and other Pacific Islanders believe that fishing can be better on certain 
days of the lunar cycle.  

 
From what I can gather, the Solunar Tables and Maori Fishing Calendars are very similar, and 
both have their origin in folklore. They predict ‘major feeding times’ when the Moon is directly 

above or directly below and ‘minor feeding times’ when the moon is rising or setting. They 
also predict what the intensity of those feeding times will be for each day of the lunar month. 

Generally, fish feeding activity is strongest during Full and New Moon, and weakest during 
First and Last Quarter. 
 

John Alden Knight coined the term ‘solunar’ in 1936 
 

The term ‘Solunar’ was coined by John Alden Knight, a New York Stock Broker who was a 
keen fisherman and author of several books on fishing and hunting. John wrote about his 
discovery of Solunar Theory and the impact it had on his life in his book Moon up - Moon 

down in 1942. The concept of ‘moon up moon down’ was not John Alden Knight’s idea. A 



fishing guide named Bob Wall introduced John to the concept while chasing Large Mouth Bass 
in Lake Helenblazes, Florida, on a hot summer day in 1926. In chapter 1, page 1, John wrote: 
 

 We had been fishing for large-mouth bass since dawn. Usually the fishing in ‘Blazes’ 
was excellent, but throughout the morning, the bass had been unresponsive. Tiring of 

fruitless casting, we had knocked off for an early lunch. 
 
 As we sat there, Bob Wall, my guide, looked at his watch and then across the surface 

of the lake. The heat waves had built a mirage that lifted the horizon above its normal 
level so that it seemed to hang in mid-air, leaving a gap of clear, shimmering nothing 

between itself and the quiet water. I could see that Bob was restless. Finally he spoke. 
 

 “Come on, Jack,” he said. “Hurry up with that lunch. We’ll miss the good fishin’ if we sit 
here much longer.” 

 

 “What makes you think they’ll rise in all this heat?” I asked him. 
 

 “They’ll rise all right,” he answered. “Moon’s down about noon.” 
 
 “Whats that got to do with it,” I said. 

 
 “Never mind about that,” said Bob. “Just take my word for it. These fish are goin’ on 

the feed pretty quick now”.  
 
Bob explained that his ‘grandpappy’ taught him the best time to chase game and fish was 

when the moon was directly overhead or directly underfoot. Sure enough at noon, the fish 
came on the chew. At page 4, John continued: 

 
 That was the beginning of almost three 

hours of hysteria. We hooked fish, big 

fish. Some we landed and some we 
lost. We broke lines, skinned knuckles, 

lost plugs, laughed, yelled and cursed. 
How many fish we caught and released, 
I do not know, certainly more than we 

had ever caught before. That evening 
we hung on the boathouse scales that 

part of the catch we had brought out 
with us – nine large-mouth bass that 
totalled seventy-eight pounds.  

 
After that experience, John started analysing 

the moon up moon down theory he learnt 
from Bob Wall. He kept his own meticulous 
fishing records, and started looking for 

correlations between observed fish feeding 
times, and a number of variables such as 

weather, sun, moon, tides etc.  
 

John found no correlations between sunrise 
and sunset with the different times fish 
showed up to feed, and found some 

correlations between the lunar cycle and fish 

 
John Alden Knight fishing a trout stream in 
Pennsylvania 



feeding patterns. While there were no measurable tides in freshwater bodies, John explored 

the notion of ‘inland’ tides with the assistance of the New York Office of the United States 
Coast and Geodetic Survey. John then started testing and developing his theory by fishing 

according to notional tide times in inland waterways.  
 
John Alden Knight went public with his initial theory in his article ‘Ocean Tides and Freshwater 

Fish’ published in the January 1935 edition of the Sportsman. John’s article, which introduced 
the term ‘Solunar Theory’, generated unprecedented interest, and a mountain of letters from 

anglers in every US State asking for schedules of solunar feeding periods for just about every 
fishing spot.  
 

To meet this sudden demand for solunar feeding schedules, John published the first Solunar 
Tables in 1936. The first one thousand copies sold out within five weeks, necessitating a 

reprint to meet demand. Suddenly, John discovered a new source of income, which proved 
handy when he quit his stock broker job due to health reasons. 
 

John continued his meticulous record keeping of his fishing trips to refine his theory. He 
moved away from his concept of inland tides and argued that fish are most active when the 

moon was directly above or directly underfoot (the major periods) and are also active when 
the moon rises and sets (the minor periods). John also argued that the lunar effect was 
strongest during New and Full Moon.  

 
John Alden Knight makes very unambiguous claims in his book about the impact of solunar 

feeding times on the feeding behaviour of fish and all wildlife. His book often described a 
dramatic increase in the number of fish or game captured at the commencement of major or 

minor periods.  
 
John’s book, Moon up – Moon down, is more of an autobiography and does not give an 

in-depth scientific explanation of the Solunar Theory, nor does John he set out the details of 
his fishing records to allow others assess his claims. This is not surprising, given John was not 

a scientist. To his credit, John admits he never worked out how or why Solunar Theory 
worked.   

 
John Alden Knight published the first Solunar Tables in 1936. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiXzsarjZzdAhVOMd4KHdcvBcMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://thoughts.onthedash.com/thoughts/abercrombie-and-fitch-seafarer/&psig=AOvVaw0jv71vyR7H4mmAXq0TN8TO&ust=1535970216042852


Is there any science to Solunar Theory? 

 
There is already a lot of research showing various relationships between migratory, spawning 

and feeding behaviours of marine species and the lunar cycle. There is also research showing 
a relationship between the lunar phases and catch rates by commercial fishers. But there is 
less research on using the lunar cycle to predict fishing success for recreational anglers. 

 
The few articles I could obtain free of charge off the internet provides some support for a 

correlation between fish and game activity and lunar phases or the position of the moon. But 
those correlations are subtle in comparison to the claims in John’s book.  
 

One article from Ben Stevenson, a student at the University of Auckland caught my attention. 
In 2012, Ben wrote a statistics thesis by analysing data from captures by recreational anglers 

against the Maori Fishing Calendar. He analysed two data sets from fishing diary surveys 
conducted by the New Zealand Ministry of Fisheries during 1 December 1993 to 
30 November 1994 and boat ramp surveys conducted from 1990 to 2008.  

 
Ben’s analysis demonstrated a relationship between lunar phases and fishing success. In 

addition, it partially supported the Maori Fishing Calendar’s predictions of ‘Bad’, ‘Fair’ and 
‘Good’. Ben’s analysis found that fishing was least successful on the ‘Bad’ days but found the 

‘Fair’ days outfished the ‘good’ days.  
 
However, the difference in fishing success was small. The difference in capture rates for 

fishing diary surveys between the most favourable and least favourable times of the lunar 
phase was 0.155 fish per hour (or an additional fish for every 6.4 hours of fishing). The 

difference between the ‘Bad’ days and ‘Fair’ days was 0.110 fish per hour (or an additional 

 
Moon rising over Mount Denison, over Lake Eucumbene, 2012. Solunar Theory predicts major fish feeding 
periods occur when the moon is directly above and directly underfoot (hence ‘Moon up – Moon down’, and 

minor feeding periods when the Moon rises and sets. However, the fish went off the bite when I took this photo. 



fish for every 9.1 hours). The differences in fish success from the boat ramp surveys were 
even smaller. 
 

Ben was unable to analyse the fishing diary data and boat ramp data against the predicted 
major and minor fish feeding times in the Maori Fishing Calendar. However, a study tracking 

the movement of White Tailed Deer in South Carolina found deer were more active when the 
Moon was directly above and directly below (which equate to the major feeding times). 
 

My own experiences with Solunar Charts and Anglers Almanacs 
 

I’ve kept my own fishing diary from 1996 to 2003 and from 2013 to present. My efforts in 
freshwater are highly variable so I have only looked at my saltwater fishing trips. Over a 

combined 13-year period, I went fishing in saltwater locations 207 times and caught 1201 
fish. I looked at the average number of fish caught according the lunar cycle, and according 
to the ‘Poor’, ‘Fair’, ‘Good’ and ‘Best’ days according to the little yellow Angler’s Almanac, and 

the predicted fishing efficiency from the Fish Calendar App. 
 

I expected to see peaks around New Moon and Full Moon and dips in First and Last Quarter. 
As expected, there dips in First and Last Quarter but the peaks did not occur exactly on 
Full Moon and New Moon (see figure 1).  

 
Figure 1 

The Anglers Almanac had mixed outcomes. On average, ‘Fair’ and ‘Best’ days outfished the 
‘Poor’ and ‘Good’ days. The ‘Fair’ days outfished the ‘Best’ days, and the ‘Good’ days had the 
lowest captures on average (see Figure 2). The difference in captures for ‘Poor’, ‘Fair’, ‘Good’ 

and ‘Best’ days was about one to two fish per day.  
 

The Fish Calendar App on my iPhone produced the least impressive outcomes (see figure 3). 
There was little difference in the average number of fish caught except on days where 
‘Fishing Efficiency’ was predicted to be 76-100%. 



 
Figure 2

 
 

Figure 3 

 
 



So do the Solunar Tables, Anglers Almanacs and Maori Fishing Calendars work? 
 
The answer is maybe. And if they do, I’m unclear how or why they work. 

 
John Alden Knight was convinced that the Solunar Tables work but did not know why. 

Unfortunately, his book Moon up – Moon down did not include details of his fishing records 
from which we can make our own assessment of Solunar Theory. On the other hand, John 
received huge volumes of correspondence from happy anglers recounting their successes with 

the Solunar Tables. His book is a delightful read and enjoyed numerous reprints (I have a 
1972 edition). Anglers continue to purchase the Solunar Tables, and John was inducted into 

the Fishing Hall of Fame in 1957.  
 

Ben Stevenson concluded that anglers were better off fishing according to the lunar phases 
than the Maori Fishing Calendar. However, the differences in fishing success according to the 
lunar phases or Maori Fishing Calendar Predictions were small. Ben Stevenson is now 

Dr Ben Stevenson and he now lectures statistics at the University of Auckland.  
 

My own analysis of over 200 saltwater fishing trips is not as sophisticated. It shows a 
relationship between fishing success and the lunar phases, although it did not quite match my 
expectations. The Anglers Almanac is not as reliable, but it appears the ‘Fair’ and ‘Best’ days 

fish better than the ‘Poor’ and ‘Good’ days. The difference between the ‘Poor’, ‘Fair’, ‘Good’ 
and ‘Best’ days is not great. The Fish Calendar App was the least reliable, but days with 

76-100% ‘fishing efficiency’ appear to fish slightly better.  
 
As for the ‘major’ and ‘minor’ fish feeding periods, neither Ben Stevenson nor myself were 

able to test this.  
 

If anyone is interested in finding out more, I’ve summarised my fishing diary data covering 
1997 to 2003 and 2013-2017 below and summarised the findings of the academic papers I 
could find on the topic. 

 
I would echo Ben’s advice to fish according to the lunar phases rather than the Angler’s 

Almanac. I would not rely too heavily on the Fish Calendar App predictions. If you’re planning 
a fishing trip, use the lunar phases and the Angler’s Almanac as a guide but don’t be a slave 
to them. 

 

   

New Moon First Quarter Full Moon Last Quarter

Captures 236 131 82 258 136 70 75 214

Trips 36 24 22 48 22 10 17 29

Average captures per trip 6.6 5.5 3.7 5.4 6.2 7.0 4.4 7.4

Anglers Almanac Poor Fair Good Best

Captures 332 420 195 254

Trips 61 63 42 41

Average captures per trip 5.4 6.7 4.6 6.2

Fish Calendar App 0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100%

Captures 449 218 176 358

Trips 79 38 35 55

Average captures per trip 5.7 5.7 5.0 6.5

Q1

Days 1-7

Q2

Days 8-14

Q3

Days 15-21

Q4

Days 22-28

Lunar Cycle



Academic articles on lunar effect on fish and game 
Title Findings 

Promising the moon? 

Evaluation of Indigenous and 

lunar fishing calendars using 

semiparametric generalised 

mixed models of recreational 

data (I have a copy if anyone 

wants to read it) 

 

‘Outdoors: Study throws light 

on moon factor’, New Zealand 

Herald, 2 October 2011 

 

Ben Stevenson also gave an 

online presentation of his 

findings (44 mins) 

 
 

Ben wrote a statistics thesis by analysing data from captures 

by recreational anglers from two data sets from fishing diary 

surveys conducted by the New Zealand Ministry of Fisheries 

during 1 December 1993 to 30 November 1994 and boat 

ramp surveys conducted from 1990 to 2008.  

 

Ben’s analysis demonstrated a relationship between lunar 

phases and fishing success. In addition, it partially supported 

the Maori Fishing Calendar’s predictions of ‘Bad’, ‘Fair’ and 

‘Good’. Ben’s analysis found that fishing was least successful 

on the ‘Bad’ days but found the ‘Fair’ days outfished the 

‘good’ days.  

 

The difference in fishing success were small for both the 

different lunar phases and for the ‘Bad’, ‘Fair’ and ‘Good’ days 

under the Maori Fishing Chart. 

 

 

Effects of lunar cycles on the 

activity patterns and depth use 

of a temperate sport fish, the 

largemouth bass, Micropterus 

salmoides 

A study of Large Mouth Bass in Lake Werner, Ontario in 

October 2004 to November 2005 found that they inhabited 

deeper waters in the second and third quarter of the lunar 

cycle. However, there was correlation between the lunar cycle 

and distances travelled by Large Mouth Bass. 

 

Muskies Are Mad for the Moon 

 

Muskie Lunacy: Does the Lunar 

Cycle Influence Angler Catch of 

Muskellunge (Esox 

masquinongy)? 

A study of 341,959 muskie catch records from 1970 through 

2013 (which included data on location, date and time of the 

catch, size of the fish, and more) found that anglers chasing 

Muskies during the Full Moon or New Moon improve their 

chances of captures compared with fishing at other times of 

the lunar cycle. 

 

The correlation was stronger with larger Muskies (102 cm and 

longer) and for fish caught at higher latitudes (48° N).  

 

Do moon phases affect bass 

fishing? 

 

An analysis of over 450 Bass caught by trophy Bass angler 

Porter Hall showed captures were evenly distributed between 

the four quarters of the lunar month. There was a slight 

increase in captures during Full Moon and First Quarter. The 

article did not explain how the analysis was conducted.  

 

In-Depth Study Shows Moon 

Phase Does Not Affect Peak 

Rut 

New Brunswick biologist Rod Cumberland’s study of how the 

moon phase affects White-Tailed Deer breeding using data 

over 1997 to 2005. He found no correlation between breeding 

and the phase of the moon. Instead, for eight of the nine 

years studied, mating took place during 26-29 November. 

 

Movement with the Moon: 

White-tailed Deer Activity and 

Solunar Events 

A study of 38 White-Tailed Deer tracked with GPS collars 

during 2009 to 2011 in Brosnan Forest, South Carolina, found 

that deer were more active during Full Moon and New Moon, 

and when the moon was overhead or underfoot. 

 

Effects of lunar cycle and 

fishing operations  on longline-

caught pelagic fish:  fishing 

performance, capture time,  

and survival of fish 

Data collected from commercial long liner fishing boats in the 

Réunion Islands from 1998 to 2000 found that catches of 

Swordfish increased in the first and last quarter of the lunar 

month, while Albacore captures increased during Full Moon. 

Swordfish and Big-Eye Tuna captures were higher at low tide 

and during periods of weaker lunar illumination. 
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Total Length Award species for 2018-19 
 

The Total Length Awards bring on healthy competition from the ranks of the CFC and for  

2018-19, the target species are Flathead for the Saltwater section and European Carp. The 
new target species applies from 1 July 2018. 
 

The target species for the 2018-19 fishing year are: 

Saltwater section: Flathead 

 

Freshwater section: European Carp 

 
 

How many metres can you catch? 

  



Thank you to the sponsors of the 43rd ANSA Burrinjuck 
Convention!  
We thank you for you support and for being such a big part of this year’s event! 
 
Major sponsor 

 
 
Sponsors 

ACT Inflatable Life Jacket Services Last Cast Spinnerbaits 

Action Buses Mud Guts Spinnerbaits 

Australian Crafted Lures NSW Fishing Monthly Magazine 

Inland Waters Burrinjuck Holiday Park Otto’s Tackle World Canberra 

First Aid Services Platypus Fishing Lines 

Fishing Down Under TV Roadtec Marine Fyshwick 

Fishing World Magazine Steve Tooley Graphics 

Goodman Fielder Systematic Electrical Pty Ltd 

Goulburn Lures The Alpine Angler 

Highland Lodge Farm Stay The Battery Factory 

Hook-Eze Wetspot Watersports 

JM Gilles  

  



July 2018 Photo Competition 
Following Phil Lawrence’s suggestion at the December general meeting, the Committee has 

agreed to trial the following rules for the next 12 months:    
  

• Members can submit up to two photos per month    

• The photo must either be taken by the member submitting the photo or a photo of the 
member holding their capture   

• Minor image corrections and cropping is allowed provided this does not lead to 
misleading or fraudulent alteration or manipulation of the photo  

• The Committee reserves the right to exclude any entries it suspects has been subject 

to misleading or fraudulent alteration or manipulation (e.g. changing the colour of a 
bucket of blood from red to black – yes someone has submitted such a photo).  

 
 
  

 
Jon Vogel: Cape York Queenie (90 cm) 

 
Jon Vogel: Hinchinbrook Queenie (80 cm) 
 

 
Jason Rogers: Wairo Beach Salmon 

 
Steve Bailey: Wairo Beach Salmon 
 



 
Anthony Heiser: Steve’s epic battle on Wairo Beach 

 
Anthony Heiser: Fish-eye view of Steve and his 
Salmon 

Winner of the July 2018 Photo Competition 

 
Jon Vogel: Cape York Queenie (90 cm)  



As always, a huge thank you goes out to our major sponsor, 
Otto’s Tackle World Canberra. 

 
Thank you to everyone at OTWC for supporting this photo competition. More than that, thank 

you OTWC for the ongoing support extended to the Canberra Fisherman’s Club throughout 

the fishing year. Not to mention, thank you for continually stocking such a great range of 

gear and always being happy to extend some of the best fishing advice available in Canberra.  



2018-2019 Club Outings & Meeting Calendar 

 
 

  

Outing Date Outing 
Monthly 

Meetings 

8th-9th September Kalkite 11th 

29th Sept – 1st 

October 
Talbingo 

9th 

14th October 
National Gone Fishing Day  

(Garan Scout Group Fishing Clinic) 

2nd-4th November Burrinjuck 13th 

1st-2nd December Burrinjuck 11th 

13th January Carpathon 

15th  

26th-28th January Tuross 

February (TBA) ANSA Nowra Convention 12th  

8th-11th March ANSA Narooma Convention 12th  

13th-14th April South Coast Mighty Bonanza 9th  

18th-19th May Tathra and Brogo 14th  

8th-10th June Narooma 11th  

13th-14th July  Ulladulla 9th  



Canberra Fisherman’s Club Sponsors 2018-2019 
Sponsor Contact Person Contact 

OTTO'S TACKLEWORLD CANBERRA  

Matthew Perdrau 02 6280 4530 
AC LURES Anthony Curtis  02 6931 2796 

INFLATABLE LIFEJACKET SERVICING Alan Hocking www.lifejacketservicing.com.au 

ACTION BUSES Albert Magassy  c/- Canberra Fisherman's Club 

ADPRO PROMITIONAL PRODUCTS 
 

www.adpro.net.au 

ANDREW MCGOVERN FISHING Andrew McGovern andrewmcgovernfishing@gmail.com 

AUSSIE FISH ESTUARY ADVENTURES Stuart Hindson www.ausfishing.com.au 

AUSTRALIAN FISHING NETWORK Jim Harmon www.afn.com.au 

BALISTA James Dainton www.balista.com.au 

BASSMAN SPINNERBAITS  www.bassmanspinnerbaits.com.au 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK  
 

www.bendigobank.com.au/public/ 

BURRINJUCK STORE  02 6227 8116 

BURRINJUCK WATERS -INLAND 
WATERS NSW 

Dean Brind www.inlandwaters.com.au/park/info/burrinju
ck-waters 

CAMPING WORLD MITCHELL Aaron Cotton www.campingworld.com.au  

CANBERRA MARINE CENTRE Matt Brown canberramarinecentre.com.au 

CANPRINT 
 

02 6295 4422 

CARE TRAFFIC SERVICES 
 

02 6280 9330 

CHEMIST DISCOUNTS Cass McDonald fyshwick@chemistwarehouse.com.au 

CAPITAL CHEMISTS 
 

www.capitalchemist.com.au  

CAPITAL REGION FISHING ALLIANCE 
 

www.crfa.org.au 

DAIWA FISHING TACKLE 
 

daiwafishing.com.au 

DOWNUNDER LURES 
PREDATEK LURES 

Frank Gaukroger www.predatek.com 

DUMPHY SPORTS/ SHIMANO FISHING 
TACKLE 

 

www.shimanofish.com.au 

E.J. TODD 
 

www.ejtodd.com.au 

FISHING DOWN UNDER Peta Henke www.fishingdownunder.tv/store/ 

FISHING MONTHLY MAGAZINE Stephen Morgan www.fishingmonthly.com.au/ 

FISHING WORLD MAGAZINE Scott Thomas 
(Editor) 

www.yaffa.com.au/fw 

FYSHWICK MARINE Jeff Lea www.fyshwickmarine.com.au  

GIBSON EYEWARE  gibsoneyewear.com.au 

GO HOSTING Steve Hampson www.gohosting.com.au 

GOULBURN LURES Graham & Kerryn 
Sanders 

goulburn.lures@bigpond.com 

THE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP (ACT 
EDEN MONARO'S OWN) 

Melissa Gardiner thecancersupportgroup.org.au 

FIRST AID SERVICES Jason Preston www.firstaidservices.net.au 

FISH STRIKE PRODUCTIONS  

(GOOGONG GREEN AND GOLD) 

 

www.fishstrikeproductions.com.au 

HIGHLAND LODGE FARMSTAY Roz, Bob and Gwen www.highlandlodge.net.au 

HOOK-EZE Ross Bain’s www.hookeze.com.au/ 

JACKALL  www.jackall.com.au 

JACKPOT LURES Josh Buckingham 0423 463 350 

J M GILLIES 
 

www.jmgillies.com.au 

JAVIS WALKER Daniel Tillack www.jarviswalker.com.au 
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Sponsor Contact Person Contact 
JURO OZPRO TACKLE 

 

www.jurofishing.com 

L.WILSON & CO, SURECATCH, LIVE 
FIBRE & MUSTAD 

Bill Barnier www.wilsonfishing.com 

LONGPARK MEAT CO Brett Palmer www.longparkmeats.com.au/ 

LOX FISHING RODS  www.vivafishing.com.au 

MODERN FISHING Daniel Tillack (Editor) www.modernfishing.com.au 

MULLOON INSTITUE Tobias Koenig themullooninstitute.org/farm 

NSW DEPT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES  www.dpi.nsw.gov.au 

PLATYPUS LINES Stewart McPherson www.fishplatypus.com.au 

PRH LURES Paul Hoath prhlures.wix.com/home 

PURE FISHING  www.purefishing.com.au 

ROAD TECH MARINE (Fyshwick) Guy www.roadtechmarine.com.au 

SHIMANO  www.shimanofish.com.au 

SIGNFLAIR Mike & Colleen 
Connors 

signflair@bigpond.com 

SHOTCLOCK ESPRESSO Jess Bibby www.shotclock.com.au  

SUEZ Steven Rees 02 6260 1544 

SPOTTER SUNGLASSES  www.spotters.com.au 

STAUNCH RACE SOLTUIONS Rob Walters mstaunch1955@gmail.com 

STEVE TOOLEY GRAPHICS Steve Tooley steve.tooley1@bigpond.com 

TACKLE WORLD WAGGA 
LEGEND LURES 

Graeme & Wendy 
Clark 

www.facebook.com/tackleworldwagga 

THE ALPINE ANGLER Michael www.alpineangler.com.au/ 

THE ANGLERS ART PHILLIP  
(THE COMPLEAT ANGLER) 

Daniel Walker www.anglersart.com.au 

THE BATTERY FACTORY Robert Buettner www.thebatteryfactory.com.au 

THE FISHING SHED WAGGA David Wescombe www.facebook.com/fishingshed.wagga  

WONDERWHITE BREAD  www.goodmanfielder.com.au 

WETSPOT WATERSPORTS Scott Hunter www.wetspot.net.au 
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CFC Office Bearers 2018-2019 
 
PRESIDENT     Glen Malam 0417 455 878 (m) 
president@canberrafishos.com  

VICE PRESIDENT    John Bosch  0432 930 750 (m) 

Vice-president@canberrafishos.com  

SECRETARY    Zane Zhao  0411 668 083 (m) 
secretary@canberrafishos.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY   Karen Malam  

TREASURER     Sarah Borman 0439 601 097 (m) 

treasurer@canberrafishos.com  

RECORDER/TAGGING OFFICER John Bosch  0432 930 750 (m) 
recorder@canberrafishos.com  

BURRINJUCK CHAIR   Sarah Borman 0439 601 097 (m)  

OUTING LIAISON OFFICER  TBA 

EDITOR     TBA 
editor@canberrafishos.com  

PUBLIC OFFICER    Zane Zhao  0411 668 083 (m) 

 

 SPONSORSHIP OFFICER  Mick Jewry  0412 482 931 (m) 

       

WEBMASTER    TBA 

SAFETY OFFICER    TBA 

COMMITTEE MEMBER   Steve Bailey; Chris Lemmon;   

      Mel Marlborough 

Membership & Contact Information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CFC Life Members 

Mike Penkethman 

Alan Matthews 

Brian Ray 

Laurie Nolen 

Jamie Stanfield 

Chris De La Rue  

Membership Fees 

            CFC     ANSA 

Junior    $5     $4 

Student    -     $7 

Senior   $20    $20 

Family   $30    $25 

All Correspondence to  

 
CFC Secretary 
PO Box 325  

Civic Square, ACT 2608 
 

   Articles for inclusion in the 
 CFC Newsletter to be  

Forwarded to the Editor 
 

editor@canberrafishos.com 
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