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Glen Malam: Mitchell Malam with a 60 cm Tuross Flathead 
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About the Club  
 
The Canberra Fisherman’s Club Inc. is a 

sport fishing club that endeavours to 
promote a social awareness among its 

members, single or family.  
 
Members of the Canberra Fisherman’s Club 

are eligible to set Club Records and, upon 
payment of an Australian National Sport 

Fishing Association (ANSA) affiliation fee, 
also able to set Australian records, and 
World records (through ANSA affiliation 

with the International Game Fishing 
Association (IGFA)). 

 
Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Committee has the 
Committee voted to suspend future General 
Meetings and Outings until further notice. 

We will review this each month.  

 

Aims of the Club 
 

• To promote sport fishing 

 
• To foster the art of angling 

 

• To teach the art of angling to new 
members and particularly juniors 

 
• To promote the study and 

conservation of fish species and the 

environment 
 

• To co-operate with and support other 
bodies with similar aims and ideals. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Club also supports the Recfish Australia 
National Code of Practice for Recreational 
and Sport Fishing, which endorses: 

 
1. Quickly and correctly returning 

unwanted or illegal catch to the water 
 

2. Quickly killing fish that are kept for 

consumption 
 

3. Using only appropriate, legal tackle, 
attending gear and valuing the catch 

 
4. Taking no more than our immediate 

needs 

 
5. Supporting and encouraging activities 

that preserve, restore and enhance 
fisheries and fish habitat 

 

6. Understanding and observing all 
fishing regulations and reporting illegal 

fishing activities 
 

7. Preventing pollution and protecting 

wildlife by removing rubbish 
 

8. Taking care when boating and 
anchoring to avoid damage to wildlife 
and habitat 

 
9. Using established roads and tracks 

 
10.Reporting environmental damage 

 

11.Avoiding unnecessary interactions with 
wildlife species and their habitats 

 
12.Practising courtesy towards all those 

who use inland and coastal waters 

 
13.Obtaining permission from landholders 

and traditional owners before entering 
their land 

 

14.Caring for our own safety and the 
safety of others when fishing. 

 



President’s Report 

 

Welcome to our March Newsletter, and sorry this one came out a bit late. As we’re all aware, 
quite a lot has happened since the last Newsletter with the outbreak of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 
 

In this newsletter, we have Zane Zhao’s outing report for the Narooma Convention, the 
Editor’s own fishing report for his day trip to Narooma later this month, Tom Harrington has 
some items for sale, and the entries for the February Photo Competition. The Newsletter also 

includes a Notice to Members and Supporters regarding General Meetings and Outings during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 

 
To ensure everyone’s health and wellbeing during this difficult time, the Committee voted to 
suspend future General Meetings and Outings until further notice. The Croatia Deakin Football 

Club has closed its doors and it is unlikely that alternative venues can comply with the social 
distancing rules and ensure the safety of our members. The social distancing measures 

appear to be escalating each week, making it impractical to hold our outings. 
 
I have heard other Clubs are doing the same thing, including the ACT Fly Fishers, South 

Sydney Amateur Fishing Association, and Wollongong Sportsfishing Club. In addition, a 
number of fishing competitions have now been postponed. The Sydney Sportsfishing 

Tournament hosted by South Sydney Amateur Fishing Association and St George Sportfishing 
Club is now scheduled for 20-22 November 2020 and the Euro Fishing Association has 
postponed its SES Recovery Appeal Fishing Competition. 

 
We will review this each month. During this time, the Committee will look for other ways to 

keep our members involved with the Club through Facebook and the Newsletter.  
 
Finally, our lucky member draw has reset to $25, after Zane Zhao won the draw at the March 

General Meeting and pocketed $50. Congratulations Zane, I trust this will be used wisely for 
Zachary’s home schooling expenses. 

 
Please look after yourselves and your families. We hope to be back fishing as a Club again in 

the near future. 
 
Bonnita Allen 

President 
 

 

  



Recorder’s Report 
 
G’day all, 

 
This has been another quiet month on the fishing front. I’m sure the ongoing heat, fires, hail, 
floods and now pandemic haven’t been very conducive to fishing for most. Aside from the 

Narooma convention, which only had enough club captures to count on one hand, there were 
only three individual capture sheets submitted. 

 
Young Zachery Zhao certainly takes the pole position for the most memorable capture of the 
month with an awesome 94 cm Dusky Flathead at the Narooma convention. Congratulations 

on such an awesome capture Zach!  
 

My own personal highlight was the fish that features in my photo at the bottom of the page 
this month. While fishing for the Pirtek fishing convention this 62.7 cm, 6.06 kg monster 
smashed a Mazzie vibe. The colours of the fish in the clear Googong water is always 

something to behold. I also learnt today that this fish has been short-listed for a prize in the 
Pirtek competition, so here’s hoping! It was one of five Golden Perch I caught for the day. 

 
Other than that, there’s not much else to say so that’s it from me this month. Tight lines and 
start getting those captures rolling in. 

 
John. 

John Bosch 
Recorder 

 
 



Club Championship 
Open 
 Steve Bailey 364 
 Chris Lemmon 321 
 Lindsay Steele 238 
 Alexander Steele 223 
 Glen Malam 186 

Ladies 
 Janine Noack 30 (less than 2 outings attended) 
 Sarah Cong 25 

Junior 
 Alexander Steele 223 
 Zachary Zhao 10 

Land Based 
 Steve Bailey 326 
 Chris Lemmon 190 
 Lindsay Steele 128 
 Alexander Steele 106 
 Zane Zhao 98 

Fresh Water 
 Steve Bailey 326 
 Chris Lemmon 190 
 Lindsay Steele 178 
 Alexander Steele 129 
 Chris Malam 111 (less than 2 outings attended) 

Salt Water 
 Chris Lemmon 131 
 John Bosch 130 
 Glen Malam 106 
 Alexander Steele 94 
 Mitchell Malam 63 (less than 2 outings attended) 

Most Versatile Angler 
 Chris Lemmon 4 (less than 3 sections entered) 
 Steve Bailey 3 (less than 3 sections entered) 
 John Bosch 3 (less than 3 sections entered) 
 Glen Malam 3 (less than 3 sections entered) 
 Robert Schneider 2 (less than 3 sections entered) 
  



Salt Water Length (Bartailed Flathead, Dusky Flathead, Eastern Blue-spotted Flathead, Sand  
 Flathead) 
 John Bosch 10,260 
 Glen Malam 2,720 
 Zachary Zhao 1,880 
 Chris Lemmon 1,760 
 Mick Jewry 1,755 

Fresh Water Length (European Carp) 
 Alexander Steele 11,484 
 Lindsay Steele 8,319 
 Chris Lemmon 2,780 
 Steve Bailey 2,280 
 Anthony Heiser 1,660 

Tagging Award 

Board Fish - Weight 
 Australian Salmon 2.88 kg Lindsay Steele 
 Brown Trout 0.85 kg Jason Rogers 
 Common Shovelnosed Ray 1.77 kg Janine Noack 
 Dusky Flathead 2.60 kg John Bosch 
 European Carp 4.33 kg Steve Bailey 
 Golden Perch 6.06 kg John Bosch 
 Mullet 0.66 kg Steve Bailey 
 Rainbow Trout 2.94 kg Steve Bailey 
 Snapper 0.52 kg Lindsay Steele 
 Yellowfin Bream 0.67 kg Alexander Steele 

Board Fish - Length 
 Brown Trout 480 mm Chris Lemmon 
 Dusky Flathead 940 mm Zachary Zhao 
 European Carp 720 mm Steve Bailey 
 Flounder 283 mm Alexander Steele 
 Golden Perch 627 mm John Bosch 
 Mullet 390 mm Steve Bailey 
 Rainbow Trout 630 mm Steve Bailey 
 Sand Flathead 460 mm Brian Stacy 
 Sand Whiting 350 mm Glen Malam 
 Snapper 320 mm Sarah Cong 
 Tailor 365 mm Alexander Steele 
 Yellowfin Bream 351 mm Alexander Steele 
  



Best Fish 
 Fresh Water 

 European Carp 
 2.60 kg on 1 kg 

 Steve Bailey 

 Estuary 

 Dusky Flathead 
 1.31 kg on 1 kg 
 Chris Lemmon 

 Beach 

 Yellowfin Bream 
 0.32 kg on 1 kg 
 Steve Bailey 

All Tackle Championship 
Open 
 Steve Bailey 24 
 Chris Lemmon 15 
 Glen Malam 13 
 Lindsay Steele 13 
 Alexander Steele 12 

Junior 
 Alexander Steele 12 
 Zachary Zhao 6 
 Jack Butt 4 
 Zalen Csiszar 3 
 Alexis Csiszar 3 
 

Soon to Expire Scales 
  

When giving me scales to test please provide a new battery with them as 
well. Your scales have a better chance of passing if the battery is fresh, and 

it’s worth replacing it once a year anyway! 

 

  



     



 

 

  



Notice to members and supporters regarding General 
Meetings and Outings 
 

Dear Members and Supporters, to ensure everyone’s health and 
wellbeing during this difficult time, the Committee voted to suspend 
future General Meetings and Outings until further notice.  
 
We will review this each month. During this time, the Committee will look 
for other ways to keep our members involved with the Club through 
Facebook and the Newsletter.  
 

In the meantime, please look after yourselves and your families. We hope 
to be back fishing as a Club again in the near future. 

  



Items for Sale 
Tom Harrington 

 

I have the following items for sale. Note they are currently spread between Canberra and 

Dalmeny: 
 

1. All equipment to carry and use a cartop tinny, as follows: 
 

• Quintrex 350 explorer 2008 in excellent condition, anchor, rod holders, 2 padded 

folding seats (removeable), paddles, fire extinguisher, fittings for a side boat loader, 
Piranhamax  PMAX160X  sounder in dubious condition with 7AH battery .  (Dalmeny) 

PRICE:  $1500 
 

• Yamaha 8 hp 2 stroke motor 2007, in good condition. (Dalmeny) PRICE: $450 

 
• “Slip n Easy” outboard motor carrier, good condition, Manu end 2008. This carrier will 

take up to a 65kg motor and mounts on the A Frame of a Caravan or Camper trailer. 
(Canberra) PRICE: $250 

 

• Dunbier Galvanised folding trailer with winch and lightbar Manu 11/08, ACT Reg 03/21. 
The trailer is in good condition and includes a caravan mounting bracket. Note these 

trailers are limited to 80kmh and are designed to go from a caravan park to close 
handy water. They are horrible things, but do the job.  (Canberra) PRICE: $600 

 
• Rhino Rack Side boat loader 2008, in good condition. (Canberra) PRICE: $600 

 

 
2. MIN-KOTA 40ftlb 12v riptide 5 speed tiller steer electric motor, Manu 2012. 

30” shaft  
 

This motor has had very little use and is in excellent condition except for slight damage 

to the propeller that does not affect operation. (Dalmeny) PRICE: $250 
 

3. Model 12A Brooker Galvanised trailer to suit the Quintrex 350 Explorer, with 
winch and jockey wheel, manu Mar 2017, NSW Reg 03/21   

 

This trailer is virtually new, has 10” galvanised wheels and a spare wheel, but no spare 
wheel mounting bracket. (Dalmeny) Price: $1200. 

 
Contact Tom Harrington on 0408774024. 
  



Narooma Outing: 6-9 March 2020 
Zane Zhao 

 
Zane proudly holding up Zach’s 94 cm Flathead caught at the Narooma Convention. 
 

Twelve members of the club made the trek down to Narooma to fish the 52nd ANSA Narooma 
Convention hosted by the Narooma Sport and Gamefishing Club.  The seas were predicted to 
be rough and the predictions came true the next day when only three boats fishing the 

convention made it outside for a fish. All three came back by mid-morning and thankfully, all 
made it back safely.   

 
Kevin Spriggs fished Wallaga Lake all day, got wet and caught a few undersized fish.  Zach 
and I fished Wagonga inlet where Zach landed a 25 cm Luderick and a 30 cm Tailor. We also 

fished Hankerchief Beach for a couple of small Flathead and Salmon.   
 

Glen did the smart thing and stayed in to 
prepare his game fishing gear for the next 
day. 

 
Saturday promised better weather and 

kinder seas, so Glen and Steve went out 
wide searching for the big fish while the 
rest of the club fished the beaches and 

Wagonga Inlet again.   
 

Chris Lemmon landed a couple of small 
Australian Salmons and we fished Tilba 
Beach for zip in the morning.   

 
We then gave Wagonga Inlet another 

crack in the afternoon in a hire boat.  
Things looked dire as none of us caught 
anything legal. But in the dying ten 

 
Zach with a Luderick caught on day one of the 
Convention 



minutes of the afternoon, Sarah, who 
had earlier lost her poddy mullet to a 
school of Tailor finally hooked up with 

what we assumed was a decent Tailor.  
 

As Sarah slowly brought her fish to the 
surface, to our surprise the colour was 
not silver, but pink, and it turned out 

to be a 32 cm Snapper. There were no 
other notable captures for the day.  

 
On the last day of the Convention, we 

set out to catch some poddy mullet. 
However, the poddies just weren’t 
playing ball and after 40 minutes, we 

only managed 40, and the other fishos 
struggled to get any.   

 
Given there was only half a day’s 
fishing left and seeing a friendly face 

from OTY Fishing Club not getting any 
poddies, we offered them half of our catch. In return, they kindly gave us a tip to go north to 

a place they go to fish Flatties and Jewfish in the warmer months.   
 
By 10.00 am, we had two poddies in the water at our new fishing spot. We found ourselves 

under attack by seagulls, one of which got tangled in my line. While I was trying to untangle 
the line, Zach picked up his rod to move it away from the mayhem. Soon after, he felt a tug 

on his line and within seconds the fight was on.   
 
While the fished dashed around, I heard Zach repeatedly say it ‘feels small’ and the fish seem 

to come in a quite easy on the light 2 kg line.   
I stood by Zach watching (I didn’t even 

have my net as I didn’t think it was 
needed) and waiting, expecting to see 
a dash of silver from the Bream that I 

thought he had hooked.   
 

But nothing could have prepared me 
for what came into view, as the line got 
closer I couldn’t see any silver flashes. 

Suddenly a massive swirl stirred the 
water as I saw a flick of a flathead tail 

the size of a big Salmon tail!   
 
While Zach was calm and collect, it was 

all panics stations for mum and dad as 
I was screaming at Sarah to get the net 

while screaming ‘Croc, Croc, Croc’, 
which startled Zach as he thought 

there was a Crocodile and he started to 
dance around.   
 

I had to quickly calm him down and 
explain to him that I meant the fish he 

has hooked.  
 

 
Zach fighting his 94 cm Flathead. 

 
Sarah with her 32 cm Snapper on Saturday 



After a 10 minute fight which felt like a flash in my mind, Zach managed to reel in the big girl 
close enough for me to safely net it in and there was high fives and screams of excitement 
from the parents as Zach looked baffled by all the commotion, it was just another fish for 

him!   
 

The end result was a 94 cm Flathead which had a few happy snaps with dad and was quickly 
let go so that she can go and produce many more offspring for our next trip.   
 

Zach had all the fish stories to tell at the Sunday night club BBQ as we were joined by Tom 
and Helen as well as the outing came to a close.  The convention was won by the OTY fishing 

club as they managed to capture and weight in quite a number of 70 – 88 cm Flatties in the 
Juniors and Ladies sections. Once again, it shows the Ladies and Juniors are the key to 

success at Conventions.  
 
While the weather was tough and not many fish were caught, we all did enjoy a weekend 

away and a special thanks needs to go out to the Narooma Sport and Gamefishing Club for 
putting on yet another great convention after such trying times during the recent bushfires. 

 

 
Left: Narooma Sport and Gamefishing Club Les Waldock presenting Zach with the Award for Longest Flathead. 

Right: Les Waldock presenting Zach with the President’s Award for Most Meritorious Capture. 

  



A day trip to Narooma on 21 March 2020 
Anthony Heiser 

 
My first fish for 2020: 42 cm 0.52 kg Flathead on a chartreuse clouser. 
 

With the prospect of the nation going into lockdown, I decided to head to the coast for a day 
trip. My first stop was the boat ramp at Mummaga Lake in Dalmeny where, you guessed it, I 

was after that 94 cm Flathead Zachary Zhao caught and released at the Narooma 
Convention.  

 
Of course, the wind picked up just as I assembled my fly rod. Casting into the wind, I was in 
danger of getting my face whacked with a chartreuse clouser fly.  

 
It was a rather undignified 

spectacle and I was forced to 
apply the only useful thing I 

learnt in Sunday School: if you’re 
not catching fish, then try the 
other side (John 21:6).  

 
So I swapped sides of the boat 

ramp and started casting with 
the wind. Things did not look 
promising until I saw surface 

activity which I assumed to be 
Tailor.  

 
After some quick stripping of the 
line, I finally connected to a 

42 cm 0.52 kg Flathead.  

 
After landing this 42 cm Salmon, I suddenly found myself 
surrounded by other anglers who did not want to fish this gutter 
earlier. 



My next stop was Cemetery Beach. The big gutter in front of the car park was already 
occupied by many anglers. Never mind, that smaller gutter in front of Little Lake was free, 
and has produced three trophy winning Salmon for me at previous Conventions. It was not 

long before I was fighting a 42 cm Salmon on 2 kg line. This caught the attention of others on 
the beach who promptly invited themselves to my gutter.  

 
It wasn’t quite like the shoulder to shoulder experience when fishing the Tailor run on Fraser 
Island. But maybe ScoMo and the National Cabinet could have announced specific rules for 

social distancing when beach fishing. However, the other anglers were careful not to get in 
my way whenever I was fighting a Salmon on 2 kg line, and one group of anglers even 

cooked me dinner afterwards. 
 

The evening ended after a casting mishap, and I just fell one fish shy of my bag limit. So 
after packing up and spending 45 minutes looking for my car keys, I drove back home with 
what will probably be my last five fish caught for 2019-20. 

 

  
My best fish for the evening was a 53 cm 1.61 kg Salmon on 2 kg line. No doubt the whole yakka inside its stomach contributed to some 
valuable ANSA points for the 12-month comp! 
 

 
              Wedgetail Eagle I spotted on the drive to the coast no doubt gave me good luck on the beach that day.  



Total Length Award species for 2019-20 
 

The Total Length Awards bring on healthy competition from the ranks of the CFC and for  

2018-19, the target species are Flathead for the Saltwater section and European Carp. The 
new target species applies from 1 July 2018. 
 

The target species for the 2018-19 fishing year are: 

Saltwater section: Flathead 

 

Freshwater section: European Carp 

 
 

How many metres can you catch? 

  



February 2020 Photo Competition 
I have the gallery for 2019-20 up on the website. Please send me your photos. 

  
• Members can submit up to two photos per month.   
• Photo comp entries can be submitted via the website, the Club email address 

(info@canberrafishos.com) or  anthony.heiser@bigpond.com or via SMS to 
0402 560 880.  

• Acceptance of photo comp entries submitted by other means is at my discretion – 
please don’t make it too hard for me to access your photo comp entries. 

• The photo must either be taken by the member submitting the photo or a photo of the 

member holding their capture.   
• Minor image corrections and cropping is allowed provided this does not lead to 

misleading or fraudulent alteration or manipulation of the photo.  
• The Committee reserves the right to exclude any entries it suspects has been subject 

to misleading or fraudulent alteration or manipulation.  

 
I’ve seen some great captures on our Facebook Page. For equally good photos:  

 
• Fill the frame with the angler and the fish  
• Be careful not to chop the angler’s head or arms or the fish in the photo 

• Shoot at eye level (especially for junior anglers and anglers kneeling or sitting)  
• Keep the background in the photo as simple as possible   

o Simple water and sky is best  
o Pay careful attention when taking photos on boats and boat ramps – both 

settings can easily fill the photo with distracting clutter in the background or 

around the angler 
 

List of photo comp winners and recipients of Editor’s Choice for best newsletter 
contributions: 2019-20 
 

We’ve been a little behind on the awarding of vouchers for the monthly photo competition 
and best newsletter contributions. To make sure we don’t lose track of all the winners, I’ll 

keep a running list of the winners in the Newsletter. 
 

Month Photo comp winner Editor’s choice for best newsletter 
contribution 

Name Voucher awarded Name Voucher awarded 

July 2019 Jon Vogel 11 February 2020 Not awarded N/A 

August 2019 Jason Rogers  Not awarded N/A 

September 2019 Chris Lemmon 11 February 2020 

October 2019 Lindsay Steele 11 February 2020 Not awarded N/A 

November 2019 Bonnita Allen 11 February 2020 Jon Vogel 11 February 2020 

December 2019 Andrew Butt 10 March 2020 Lindsay Steele 11 February 2020 

January 2020 Jon Vogel 11 February 2020 

February 2020 Glen Malam 10 March 2020 Jon Vogel  

 
  

http://canberrafishos.com/gallery/2019-2020
mailto:info@canberrafishos.com
mailto:anthony.heiser@bigpond.com


February Photo Comp 
 

 
Jon Vogel: Greg's 60th Birthday Cake 

 
Lindsay Steele: Alex Steele with a Whiting 

Lindsay Steele: Alex Steele floundering on the beach Glen Malam: Lazy seal waiting for fish to drop down 

 
Chris Lemmon: 64 cm 1.3 kg Flathead on 1 kg at 
Tuross. 

Chris Lemmon: 0.66 kg Bully Mullet on a Sugapen 
near Tuross Bridge. 

Steve Bailey: Big Porcupine Fish on a Maria Lure. Lure 
ruined and Albino Shark nomination likely. 

Anthony Heiser: Fishing Bhewerre Beach at the ANSA 
Nowra Convention 



Dingo says hello on the way to the ANSA Nowra 
Convention 

 

 

Winner of the February 2020 Competition 

 
Glen Malam: Mitchell Malam with a 60 Flathead at Tuross 



2019-20 Club Outings & Meeting Calendar 

 

 

Outing Date Outing Meetings 
21st – 22nd September Kalkite 10th 

12th - 13th October St Georges Basin 8th 

1st – 3rd November Burrinjuck 12th 

7th – 8th December Burrinjuck 
10th 

15th December CFC Christmas Party 

12th January Carpathon 
14th  

25th – 27th January Tuross 

14th – 16th February ANSA Nowra Convention  11th  

6th – 9th March ANSA Narooma Convention 
10th  

27th – 29th March Sydney Sportsfishing Tournament  

17th – 19th April 
SES Recovery Appeal Fishing 

Competition 
14th  

23rd – 24th May Kalkite 12th  

6th – 8th June Narooma 9th  

18th – 19th July  Ulladulla 14th  

 

 

All meetings and outings suspended 

until further notice 



Canberra Fisherman’s Club Sponsors 2019-20 

  



CFC Office Bearers 2019-2020 
 
PRESIDENT     Bonnita Allen 0411 332 240  
president@canberrafishos.com  

VICE PRESIDENT    Glen Malam 0417 455 878 

Vice-president@canberrafishos.com  

SECRETARY    Zane Zhao  0411 668 083  
secretary@canberrafishos.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY   John Bosch  0432 930 750  

 

INTERIM TREASURER    Sarah Borman 0439 601 097  
treasurer@canberrafishos.com  

RECORDER/TAGGING OFFICER John Bosch  0432 930 750 
recorder@canberrafishos.com  

BURRINJUCK CHAIR   Sarah Borman 0439 601 097  

OUTING LIAISON OFFICER Mel Marlborough 

Tom Harrington 

Glen Malam 

EDITOR     Anthony Heiser 0402 560 880 
anthony@bigpond.com  

PUBLIC OFFICER    Zane Zhao  0411 668 083 

 

 SPONSORSHIP OFFICER  Mel Marlborough 

 

WEBMASTER    Lindsay Steele 

SAFETY OFFICER    Bonnita Allen 

Membership & Contact Information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CFC Life Members 

Mike Penkethman 

Alan Matthews 

Brian Ray 

Laurie Nolen 

Jamie Stanfield 

Chris De La Rue  

Membership Fees 

            CFC     ANSA 

Junior    $5    Nil 

Senior   $20    Nil 

Family   $30    Nil 

All Correspondence to  

 
CFC Secretary 

PO Box 325  
Civic Square, ACT 2608 

 
   Articles for inclusion in the 

 CFC Newsletter to be  
Forwarded to the Editor 

 
editor@canberrafishos.com 
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