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Winner of the June/July 2021 photo competition 

 

  
 

June - Chris Lemmon - First Dart 

July - Anthony Heiser - First Jewfish off the Beach 
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About the Club  
 
The Canberra Fisherman’s Club Inc. is a 

sport fishing club that endeavours to 
promote a social awareness among its 

members, single or family.  
 
Members of the Canberra Fisherman’s Club 

are eligible to set Club Records and, upon 
payment of an Australian National Sport 

Fishing Association (ANSA) affiliation fee, 
also able to set Australian records, and 
World records (through ANSA affiliation 

with the International Game Fishing 
Association (IGFA)). 

 
General meetings are held on the second 

Tuesday of every month at the Croatian 
Deakin Soccer Club, 3 Grose Street, 
Deakin, beginning at 6:45 pm. All 

members and visitors are most welcome. 

 

Aims of the Club 
 

• To promote sport fishing 

 
• To foster the art of angling 

 

• To teach the art of angling to new 
members and particularly juniors 

 
• To promote the study and 

conservation of fish species and the 

environment 
 

• To co-operate with and support other 
bodies with similar aims and ideals. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Club also supports the Recfish Australia 
National Code of Practice for Recreational 
and Sport Fishing, which endorses: 

 
1. Quickly and correctly returning 

unwanted or illegal catch to the water 
 

2. Quickly killing fish that are kept for 

consumption 
 

3. Using only appropriate, legal tackle, 
attending gear and valuing the catch 

 
4. Taking no more than our immediate 

needs 

 
5. Supporting and encouraging activities 

that preserve, restore and enhance 
fisheries and fish habitat 

 

6. Understanding and observing all 
fishing regulations and reporting illegal 

fishing activities 
 

7. Preventing pollution and protecting 

wildlife by removing rubbish 
 

8. Taking care when boating and 
anchoring to avoid damage to wildlife 
and habitat 

 
9. Using established roads and tracks 

 
10.Reporting environmental damage 

 

11.Avoiding unnecessary interactions with 
wildlife species and their habitats 

 
12.Practising courtesy towards all those 

who use inland and coastal waters 

 
13.Obtaining permission from landholders 

and traditional owners before entering 
their land 

 

14.Caring for our own safety and the 
safety of others when fishing. 

 



President’s Report 

 

Welcome to final issue of volume 24 of the CFC’s Newsletter and to the first month of the 
2021-22 Fishing Year. The 2020-21 annual Club Competition has now closed, and what a year 

it has been!  
 

2020-21 finished on a satisfying note, with Chris Lemmon landing his first Dart together with 
a respectable 32.5 cm 0.485 kg Bream (on 1 kg line) just south of the Queensland border, 
Ian and I landed our first Australian Salmon off Cemetery Beach at the Narooma Outing.  

 
Karen also did well with the Australian Salmon at that outing too. Meanwhile, Anthony has 

been exploring new fishing spots at Wooli, chasing Dusky Flathead and Swallowtail Dart off 
the beach. 
 

However, our own Armchair Angler, Jon Vogel probably had the last laugh for 2020-21. He 
spent the last week of the fishing year on a week long charter off western side of Cape York 

chasing some amazing Queenfish and other species on his fly rod. You can read about his 
adventures further on in this newsletter. 
 

2021-22 has also started on a promising note. While the weather at our first outing at Wairo 
Beach might have been a little too wild and woolly, Brian Stacy kicked off our 12-month comp 

with a 57 cm Australian Salmon weighing 1.965 kg on 2 kg. And up North, Anthony landed 
his first Jewfish off the beach, measuring 91 cm and weighing 6.6 kg.  
 

Clearly, 2021-22 is looks set to be an awesome year. To make this happen, we need you to 
do four things.  

 
1. It is time to renew your membership. And don’t forget, your membership fee covers 

your ANSA NSW membership. You can now pay their membership online without 

having to fill out forms or log into the website. To renew your membership, jump 
online at https://www.canberrafishos.com/about-us/membership.  

 
 

2. You need to attend the AGM on 17 August 2021. The AGM is our yearly chance to vote 
on the executive and committee we want to lead us through the next year. It’s 
important for the Club’s future that we have a variety of views on the Committee to 

make sure we are able to represent the interests of all members. 
 

 
3. Please consider volunteering for the Committee in 2021-22. As I mentioned in my last 

report, it is with sadness to say that Anthony and I can no longer continue serving on 

the Committee in 2021-22. So, we will need some new faces on the committee. 
 

Regardless of the length of time you’ve spent in the Club, or your fishing knowledge, if you 
are willing to represent your fellow members then you are the sort of person we need on the 
Committee - I encourage you to put your name forward. The more nominations we get, the 

stronger your committee will be!  
 

Finally, don’t forget to go fishing! Whether it’s on one our monthly outings, or a quiet fish 
down the lake with another member or two, or off Cape York. Take lots of photos, and then 
tell us all about it at the next monthly meeting (or the newsletter).  

 
 

 



Speaking of fishing, our next outing is at Buckenderra on 7-8 August 2021. You can fish this 
off the bank near the cabins drowning worms and powerbaits or go trolling up and down the 
different arms of the lake. Unlike the July Outing, the fishing can actually be quite good in 

horrible weather.   
 

I hope you all have a successful year of fishing, and don’t forget to send in your capture 
forms to Glen and your photo comp entries to Zane.  



Recorder’s Report 

 
Welcome to the new fishing year! 

 
The 2021-22 fishing year started well, with the July outing to Ulladulla turning on some nice 
Australian Salmon on the beach behind the caravan park. Unfortunately, as usual for the 

Ulladulla outing, the weather was windy and the seas were pretty big, so Club boats stayed 
on their trailers for the weekend. But the beach turned it on for us, with all members visiting 

the beach at some stage over the weekend for some Australian Salmon action. 
 
The next Club outing is to Kalkite on the 4-5 September. This is a little earlier in the month 

than usual, but it coincides with the dark of the moon, so it should be a very fishy weekend. 
In past years there has been at least one member that managed a ‘grand-slam’ – all four 

species of salmonoids on the one weekend (Brown, Rainbow and Brook Trout and Atlantic 
Salmon). I’m really looking forward to this one! See you there! 
 

As this is the first Recorder’s Report for the year, the Championship update only includes 
captures from the Ulladulla Outing, so everything is wide open. 

 
Keep the capture forms rolling in and don’t forget the ANSA 12 Month Competition. 
 

Glen 
  



Club Championship 
 

Open 
 Steve Bailey 232 (less than 2 outings attended) 
 Brian Stacy 124 (less than 2 outings attended) 
 Glen Malam 98 (less than 2 outings attended) 

Ladies 

Junior 

Land Based 
 Steve Bailey 232 (less than 2 outings attended) 
 Brian Stacy 124 (less than 2 outings attended) 
 Glen Malam 98 (less than 2 outings attended) 

Fresh Water 

Salt Water 
 Steve Bailey 232 (less than 2 outings attended) 
 Brian Stacy 124 (less than 2 outings attended) 
 Glen Malam 98 (less than 2 outings attended) 

Most Versatile Angler 
 Brian Stacy 6 (less than 3 sections entered) 
 Steve Bailey 4 (less than 3 sections entered) 
 Glen Malam 2 (less than 3 sections entered) 

Salt Water Length (Black Bream, Pikey Bream, Yellowfin Bream) 

 

Fresh Water Length (Atlantic Salmon, Brook Trout, Brown Trout, Rainbow Trout) 

Tagging Award 

Board Fish - Weight 
 Australian Salmon 2.07 kg Brian Stacy 

Board Fish - Length 
 Australian Salmon 600 mm Brian Stacy 



Best Fish 
 Beach 

 Australian Salmon 
 1.93kg on 1 kg 
 Steve Bailey 

All Tackle Championship 
Open 
 Brian Stacy 3 
 Glen Malam 3 
 Steve Bailey 3 
 Timothy Liu 1 
 Karen Malam 1 
 Chris Lemmon 1 

Junior 
  



 



 

  



Cape York/Far North Queensland  
A Flyfishing Adventure of Hits & Misses recounted by the Xtreme Armchair Angler 
(25 June–02 July, 2021) 
 

Location: Cape York and the Five Western Rivers North of Mapoon 

 

Mothership: Eclipse-D (+ 3 Tenders) 

 

Species on offer: 31 



To arrive at my final destination required 3 flights from Canberra via Brisbane with an 

overnight stay in Cairns before the final leg to Weipa.   The stopover suited me just fine 

because it provided an ideal opportunity to catch-up for a meal and a few beers with my 

Cairns-based virtual fishing buddy, Greg Vinall (aka Doc Lures), host of the Australian Lure 

Fishing podcast. 

 

To avoid the unwanted drama of being left fog bound on the ground back in Canberra, mid-

winter exits are best done by coach to Sydney.   However, this year that would have caused 

serious issues when crossing the border into Queensland so I had to take a chance on the 

weather being kind.   And more by good luck than good management, it was.   In fact, all 

outwards bound flights went without a hitch which has never happened before. 

 

Past experience suggests that it’s foolhardy to attempt the entire journey from Canberra to 

Weipa in only one day.   No matter what the airline schedule says is possible, the slightest 

change can cascade into serious delays as I was to discover on the return journey when the 

unannounced cancellation by QantAss of a connecting flight left me picking up the tab for an 

overnight stay in Cairns. 

 

At the airport the following morning I met up with my fellow FNQ fishos and together we 

continued the journey West to Weipa.   From there we drove 90Km by chartered mini-bus to 

Cullen Point Beach (Mapoon), traversing blacktop and well-formed gravel roads; a 

comfortable trip of about 1.5 hours, or 3 cans in the local lingo. 

 

 

This year’s 6-pack o’ punters consisted of a father/son combo (Ralph & Nick, originally from 

Europe) who fished together all week, plus myself and 3 other solo punters – Will from 

Sydney, Wayne from Tasmania, and Matt from regional Victoria who arrived a day late due to 

the airline chaos.   We 4 “solos” buddied up in various combinations across the 6 days 

wrangled by 3 FNQ savvy guides (Dave Bradley, Amos Mapelston and Rodney Collings). 

 



When fishing Far North Queensland well seasoned saltwater fishos eventually come to expect, 

if not accept with good grace, they’ll eventually get dealt the tricky combination of major 

spring tides, windy weather and cloudy skies.   For example, on many days it was too windy 

to head off-shore except first thing in the morning, which then meant missing the birds, bait 

balls and hungry Tuna which tend to arrive only after the day has warmed up a bit. 

 

And having been pushed in-shore seeking shelter from the wind (and Sharks!), come mid-

morning the tropical clouds would start to form so it was often too overcast for sight fishing 

the flats, except for brief moments of great promise and anticipation. 

However, this year we were dealt a full house of unusual weather events ranging from a few 

rounds of drenching tropical rain to the wild card of unseasonal wind direction creating 

washing-machine seas with wind against tide against waves. 

 

This severely limited access to the other Western rivers (Cotterell, Macdonald, Skardon), and 

also made for one or two nervous bar crossings.   Naturally this presented no problem for 

cool hand Amos who’d earned his nautical stripes at the Noosa bar (river mouth not the 

Noosa Reef Hotel, or so he claims). 

 

No matter what the weather, the other certainty was the ever present Sharks plus some 

other toothy critters, all of which were ready, willing and able to neatly snip fly from leader or 

smash a 1m fish to pieces.   This trip was definitely no exception with several sessions cut 

short (pun intended) by Sharks ganging up in near-shore locations well suited to Tuna & 

Trevally, or the shallow coral bommies which are dredged with fast sink lines for any number 

of red reef species. 

 

Over the last few years it seems the Sharks have not only got bigger & bolder, but gradually 

extended their range to include shallower waters.   Thankfully they’ve not yet moved into the 

extensive highly tidal estuarine systems.   This is a major blessing since these waters are the 

last refuge when near-shore flats and off-shore shallow reefs are otherwise inaccessible due 

to adverse wind, rain, rips, tide, waves, and/or cloud. 

 

And the Mackerel also proved quite troublesome such that a 6” wire trace was standard 

survival tactics to keep a fly in play for longer than a few seconds.   This can quickly start to 

add up, but not so much the cost but rather how many more white clouser flies could I afford 

to sacrifice to fish which will never be boated – not even for a quick happy snap (or an 

unhappy snap if the Mack had its way with your fingers!). 

  



Hits and misses aside, there was always enough promise in the air and fish in the water to 

keep us all flogging away from 8 to 5 every day, with one hour of R&R for lunch and a 

refreshing ale. 

 

 

Despite running the full gauntlet of challenges I did manage to card my first Giant Herring 

(GH) about which I was pretty darn chuffed, and also a largish Cobia which is only my 2nd on 

fly (unmeasured, but I’m calling it a metre lip-to-tip). 

 



Other notable captures included an Archerfish (also my 2nd on fly), and what has now 

become my must-catch FNQ “motto species” (the Remora).   That’s now 4 in 4 trips, so quite 

some pressure to perform. 

 

And then there’s that iconic tropical species, the Mud-skipper, which apparently are a prime 

target for bored fly fishos when the Barra aren’t cooperating.   These jaunty little critters are 

both fun & challenging and I can assure you none were harmed or even hooked since fly-in-

mouth even if quickly spat out counts as a catch.   Another first included a rather special 

10cm Chocolate Cod, which at 30+ years was arguably the oldest fish caught on this trip. 

A rare capture which momentarily elevate me to hero status was a “Harry Hotlips” (aka 

Plectorhinchus gibbosus) – but variously known as Black Sweetlip, Blubber-lip Bream, Brown 

Blubber-lips, Brown Sweet-lips, Dusky Sweetlips, Hairy Hotlips, Rubber-lip Bream, Silver 

Grunt, Silver Javelin, or just a plain old Brown Bastard! 

 

 



 

Two Harrys were caught however this is quite unusual since most times they remain unseen.   

To be honest, mine was purely a by-catch when blind casting for small Queenies (or was it 

Barra?) – however the other was deliberately sight cast to by a far more experience fly-fisho 

than I … as in, jigged on fly from right under the boat. 

I’ve now caught both Grey and Brown Bastards, so all that awaits is the more illusive and 

highly prized Blue (similar fish but with a blue rinse and which is now recognised as a unique 

species). 

This year’s other notable (but not entirely unexpected) absentees from the species list 

included the highly prized Milkfish, Blue & Threadfin Salmon, and others such as Longtom, 

Tuskfish, Grassy Sweetlip, and even the humble Catfish. 

And there also seemed to be less of the bread’n’butter species like packs of near-shore Tuna 

(Longtail & Mack), arm-stretching Trevally on the flats and river mouths (Giant, Golden, 

Brassy & Bludger), and swarms of rat Barra & Jacks hugging the snags and drains. 

Whether this was due to localised weather conditions, a growing population of Sharks, or the 

creeping impact of climate change and fishing pressure, it’s hard to say. 

But I’ll now have to wait until next year to find out.   I may even spend a week or two in 

Weipa focusing on all the species which aren’t readily available in the Western River area of 

The Cape … though that probably means I’ll need to set aside a month or more! 

While every day was filled with hits & misses, come sun down there was always someone’s 

exceptional capture to celebrate.    It is, after-all, about the story telling and accumulation of 

individual and collective memories. 

 

TO BE CONTINUED  … 



Final word from the Editor  
By Zane Zhao 
 

Hi everyone, we’ve got some great material for the newsletter this month, looks like my 
shout out worked. Please keep the material coming, remember there is a $25 voucher to be 
won each month for the best article.   

 
This month’s winner is Jon Vogel for his Part 1 of “Cape York/Far North Queensland”. 

 
Given how enticing his part 1 is, I reckon it will take some very creative writing next month to 
prevent a part two victory.   

 
Come on everyone, put your creative minds to work and submit an article, there is $25 

Compleat Angler voucher on offer as well.  
 
 

  



Total Length Award species for 2021-22 
 

The Total Length Awards bring on healthy competition from the ranks of the CFC. 

 
For 2021-22, the target species are Bream for the Saltwater section (includes Tarwhine and 
all species of Bream caught in Australian Territorial Waters but does not include freshwater 

species such as Bony Bream) and all Salmonid species (which includes Brown Trout, Rainbow 
Trout, Brook Trout, Atlantic Salmon and Chinook Salmon). 

 
The new target species applies from 1 July 2021. 
 

Happy Hunting! 
 

The target species for the 2021-22 fishing year are: 

Saltwater section: Bream 

 

Freshwater section: Salmonid 

 
 

  



June/July 2021 Photo Competition 
 

To everyone who submitted entries for the June and July photo comp, Thank you.  The 
winner for June is Chris Lemmon with his first Dart and for July it is Anthony Heiser with his 
first Jewfish off the beach, you can find the winners for this year’s photo comp at 2020-21 on 

our website.  
 

 
• Members can submit up to two photos per month.   
• Photo comp entries can be submitted via the website, the Club email address 

(info@canberrafishos.com).  
• Acceptance of photo comp entries submitted by other means is at my discretion – 

please don’t make it too hard for me to access your photo comp entries. 
• The photo must either be taken by the member submitting the photo or a photo of the 

member holding their capture.   

• Minor image corrections and cropping is allowed provided this does not lead to 
misleading or fraudulent alteration or manipulation of the photo.  

• The Committee reserves the right to exclude any entries it suspects has been subject 
to misleading or fraudulent alteration or manipulation.  

 

List of photo comp winners and recipients of Editor’s Choice for best newsletter 
contributions:  

 
We’ve been a little behind on the awarding of vouchers for the monthly photo competition 
and best newsletter contributions. To make sure we don’t lose track of all the winners, I’ll 

keep a running list of the winners in the Newsletter. 
 

Month Photo comp winner Editor’s choice for best newsletter 
contribution 

Name Voucher awarded Name Voucher awarded 

May 2020 Paul Breeze  Not awarded N/A 

June 2020 Mick Jewry 13 October 2020 Not awarded N/A 

July 2020 Janine Noack  Tom Harrington 13 October 2020 

August 2020 Glen Malam 13 October 2020 Not awarded N/A 

September 2020 Lindsay Steele 10 November 2020 Not awarded N/A 

October 2020 Stephen Bailey 8 December 2020 Lindsay Steele  

November 2020 Paul Breeze  Not awarded N/A 

December 2020 Jon Vogel  Not awarded N/A 

January 2021 Chris Head  Not awarded N/A 

February 2021 Brian Stacy  Chris Lemmon TBC 

March 2021 Andrew Butt  Not awarded N/A 

April 2021 N/A  Anthony Heiser  

May 2021 Jon Vogel  Anthony Heiser  

June 2021 TBC  Not awarded  

July 2021   Jon Vogel  

 

  

https://canberrafishos.com/gallery/photo-archive-2020-2021
mailto:info@canberrafishos.com


June 2021 Photo Comp 
 

  
Anthony Heiser - Sand Flathead off Wooli Beach 

 
Anthony Heiser - Swallowtail Dart off Wooli Beach 

 
Ian Campbell - Salmon off Cemetery Beach 

 
Bonnita Allen - Bream off Cemetery Beach 

 
Chris Lemmon - First Dart 

 
Chris Lemmon - 32.5 cm 0.485 kg Bream on 1 kg 



 
Karen Malam - Australian Salmon off the beach at the 

Narooma Outing 

 
Glen Malam - Catching Crabs off the beach at the 

Narooma Outing 

 
  



July 2021 Photo Comp 
 

 
Jon Vogel - Covid Catch (All Masked Up) 

 
Jon Vogel - Typical Cape York West Coast Sunset 

(Jackson River) 

 
Brian Stacy - Salmon off Wairo Beach 

 
Chris Lemmon - Brian's Salmon off Wairo Beach 

 
Anthony Heiser - Flathead on Fly at Moonee Creek 

 
Anthony Heiser - First Jewfish off the Beach 

 
 

  



Winner of the June 2021 Photo Competition 
 

 

Chris Lemmon - First Dart 

 
Winner of the July 2021 Photo Competition 

 
 

 

Anthony Heiser - First Jewfish off the Beach 



2021-22 Club Outings & Meeting Calendar 

 

 

 

Outing Date Outing Meetings 
10-11 July 2021 Ulladulla 13 July 2021 

7-8 August 2021 Buckenderra 17 Aug 2021 (AGM) 

4-5 September 2021 Kalkite 14 September 2021 

9-10 October 2021 Merimbula 12 October 2021 

6-7 November 2021 Burrinjuck Convention 9 November 2021 

4-5 December 2021 Wyangala 14 December 2021 

26-30 January 2022 Tuross 11 January 2022 

19-20 February 2022 St Georges Basin 8 February 2022 

11-14 March 2022 Narooma 8 March 2022 

2-3 April 2022 Tathra 12 April 2022 

28-30 May 2022 Kalkite 10 May 2022 

11-13 June 2022 Narooma 14 June 2022 

2-3 July 2022 Ulladulla 12 July 2022 



CFC Office Bearers 2020-21 
 
PRESIDENT     Bonnita Allen 0411 332 240  
president@canberrafishos.com  

VICE PRESIDENT    Glen Malam 0417 455 878 

 

SECRETARY    Zane Zhao  0411 668 083  
secretary@canberrafishos.com  

ASSISTANT SECRETARY  Sarah Borman 0439 601 097 

TREASURER     Anthony Heiser 0402 560 880  

treasurer@canberrafishos.com  

RECORDER/TAGGING OFFICER Glen Malam 0417 455 878 
recorder@canberrafishos.com  

BURRINJUCK CHAIR   Anthony Heiser 0402 560 880 

OUTING LIAISON OFFICER  Glen Malam 0417 455 878 

PUBLIC OFFICER    Zane Zhao  0411 668 083 

 

 SPONSORSHIP OFFICER  Mel Marlborough 

 

WEBMASTER    Lindsay Steele 

SAFETY OFFICER    Bonnita Allen 

 

Membership & Contact Information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CFC Life Members 

Mike Penkethman 

Alan Matthews 

Brian Ray 

Laurie Nolen 

Jamie Stanfield 

Chris De La Rue  

Membership Fees 

            CFC     ANSA 

Junior    $5    Nil 

Senior   $20    Nil 

Family   $30    Nil 

All Correspondence to  
 
CFC Secretary 

PO Box 325  
Civic Square, ACT 2608 

 
   Articles for inclusion in the 

 CFC Newsletter to be  
Forwarded to the Editor 
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